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was evidently considered too mean or too palpably absurd to damage
a cause which had no secrecy about it and which was intended to
cause no injury to a single soul and which had no direct political
aim. Without verification and probably from malice prepense the
falsehood that lakhs of rupees were being received by satyagrahis
from South Africa was given currency. Well, the cause of satya-
graha was not damaged by the false statement. But the cause of
Indians in South Africa can be easily damaged if the white colonists
can be persuaded to believe that vast sums of money are being
sent from South Africa to Bardoli and that to sustain an agitation
which they may dislike. I hope however that not much notice
was taken of the statement in South Africa. Anyway I can corrobo-
rate what the correspondent says. Anyone can look at the accounts
lying at Bardoli of receipts for the Bardoli Fund and he will
find that the correspondent's information is much nearer the truth
than the inflammatory statement cabled to South Africa.

Young India, 16-8-1928

221.   OUR JAILS
In spite of my two years in Indian jails, I see that others
who have been in them for much shorter periods than I have
more knowledge of their working than I. The satyagrahi prisoners
who were recently discharged tell me of the many hardships which
can be avoided if there is some consideration shown to the prison-
ers as human beings. The experiences of a satyagrahi prison-
er in the Surat Jail are that the prisoners are all cooped up in a
small ill-ventilated and ill-lighted room, the food served is hardly
digestible and not much facility given to the prisoners for keep-
ing themselves clean.
The prisoners at the Sabarmati Central Prison give me more
details. The flour issued is gritty, the dal is pebbly and often con-
tains animal dirt. The satyagrahis were inclined to excuse the jail
authorities for this defect saying it was the fault of the prisoners
who had to do the cleaning and the grinding. I am unable to
adopt the view. I feel that the authorities are bound to attend to
the cleaning of foodstuff either by having it done outside or by
effective supervision. It is futile to expect the prisoners especially
in the way they are kept to do this or anything well or conscien-
tiously. Instead of taking the most important work of cooking
through them, it would be better and more economical to have the
cooking and the preparatory work done through reliable agency